
Thank you to everyone who attended our Back to 

School Night, it was great to see so many parents 

in attendance.  Your commitment and enthusiasm 

toward your child’s education is an important 

factor in encouraging his or her success here at 

school. 

If you have yet to do so, please remember to 

register as a user on the website and subscribe to 

the various pages in which you are interested in 

receiving up-to-date information.  Directions can be 

found on the homepage, but if you have any 

questions, please call the school office.  We also have 

a mobile app that can be downloaded from the App Store 

or from Google Play.  Look for WUSD in either location 

and download it to stay connected and get important 

information and updates! 

I would like to take the time to welcome everyone to 

the 2016-17 school year.  My name is Joe Carnazzo 

and I am very excited to be the new principal here at 

San Benancio Middle School.   

As a former student of Toro Park School, Washington 

Union School, and San Benancio Middle School, I 

understand the values that come along with a WUSD 

education.  I am excited to partner with parents and 

students to create a positive learning experience and 

strengthen the home-school connection. 

We have new and exciting changes this year in the 

classroom!  I would like to welcome Barry Capiaux as 

our new music teacher and Michele Winiarz as our 

new science teacher.  Both teachers are very excited 

to be here and are looking forward to interacting and 

meeting all of our students.   

The first two weeks of school were a huge success!   

Special Points of 

Interest: 

The San Benancio Oak Leaf is  

published monthly.  It is avail-

able on our website at:  

http://

www.washingtonusd.org 

Please call the attendance line at 

484-0972 when your student is 

absent. 

Thank you! 
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WELCOME BACK!  

San Benancio Middle School 

BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT!  

New students were welcomed at the new student 

party, returning students were able to see their 

friends, and teachers returned to the classroom from 

a relaxing summer recharged and ready to go.  

Having only been here a short time, I have been 

amazed at the kindness that I have seen from the 

students just walking the campus.    

Once again, I am honored to have the opportunity to 

serve your children as Principal of San Benancio 

Middle School.  If you have any questions or 

concerns, please feel free to contact the school at 

(831) 484-1172 for more information or to schedule 

an appointment.  

Joe Carnazzo 

 

The Oak Leaf 



Save Gas-Ride the Bus! 

Have you considered taking ad-

vantage of the opportunity to have 

your child ride the bus this year?  

With the price of fuel as high as it 

is, perhaps now is the time to take advantage of the dis-

trict’s bus service.  The annual fee of $235 for one stu-

dent equates to a daily rate of $1.30.  In addition, the 

more riders we have, the less congestion we’ll have in 

the parking lot after school. 

For those of you who will continue to 

pick up your children, we ask that you 

wait until 3:20 to come on cam-

pus to pick them up.  If you need 

to arrive earlier than that, please park 

and wait outside the school gates in order to ensure that 

all of our buses arrive and leave on time.  This will great-

ly reduce traffic and congestion in the parking lot and 

create a safer situation for our students.  If you are pick-

ing up your student, please stay in the LEFT lane so 

buses can pull in to the parking lot in the right hand bus 

lane.   This will also ease congestion by allowing buses 

access to the loading area.  Thank you for your coopera-

tion. 

ACTIVITY PERIOD  
 

The Activity Period is now underway and our students 

are participating in a variety of elective courses from 

Archery Leadership to Classic Music.  This is also a time 

for students needing extra academic support to get the 

assistance they need to be successful.  Please remember 

that these courses are graded.  Because there is such 

a wide variety of activity and instruction, the grade is 

based on attendance and participation.   

 

It is important to remember that students need to be in 

class every day in order to get the attendance and partic-

ipation credit; please do not schedule dental appoint-

ments, music lessons, tutoring appointments, etc., or 

assume that this is a good opportunity to come early and 

avoid traffic.  The school day does not end until 3:10 and 

students need to be in class the entire day.   

 

Full day absences, or absences due to extenuating cir-

cumstances will be taken into consideration; however, 

excessive early dismissals will negatively affect a students’  

Activity class grade.  If you have any questions, please 

contact your child’s teacher, or Mr. Carnazzo. 

ATTENDANCE REMINDERS 

1. PLEASE remember to call the attendance line (484-0972) by 8:30 when your child is absent or will be late. 

2. We DO need a reason...a simple “ill, flu, out of town”, etc. will do; details are not necessary unless your child has 

chicken pox, head lice, or some other serious condition that the school should be informed about. 

3. There is no need for a note when your child returns. 

4. For homework questions or requests, contact you child’s teacher(s) directly, either by phone or email. 

5. CONTRACTS:  They take some time to get together so a minimum of one week is needed to gather all of the 

assignments. 

Thank you for your attention to these matters!   

Please call Yvonne Roggio at 484-0972 if you have any questions. 

 Character Counts Pillar for 

September: 

RESPONSIBILITY 
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Art News for September 

I would like to welcome everyone back to school.  I hope some of 

you were able to do or see some art this summer.  The Art Docent 

Board would like to thank all the parents for their generous dona-

tions given at our spring District Art Show.   These donations directly 

are used for art supplies needed throughout the school year. I can 

hardly wait to start working with you and your children in helping 

them be even more creative! 

Best regards, 

Linda Jang, Art Docent Coordinator 

 

DISTRICT ART DAY 

On Wednesday, September 27th your children will be celebrating our 

annual District Art Day by working together to create a poster.  Each 

child will be contributed a drawing which relates to our district’s 

“Character Counts” program.  This year we will be featuring 

“Citizenship.”  Each student in our district will be designing a flag, 

which represent him or her. 

 

October Hands-on Lesson 

Collage is an art form of this century, brought into the realm of fine 

modern art by Henri Matisse and his brilliant paper cut outs.  Collage 

is a two-dimensional art form, an assemblage of paper, cloth and tex-

tured shapes, which are pasted to a flat surface.  Collage appeals to 

the child’s desire to touch, feel, see, explore and collect.  It offers the 

child an opportunity to make independent choices and to organize 

objects within a given framework.  In creating a collage, our students 

learn hands-on about all the major Elements of Art -- line, shape, 

form, color, texture, value, and space.  They explore how to combine 

these basic elements using all the Principles of Art--balance, rhythm, 

movement, contrast, emphasis, pattern, and unity. 

 

Collage making gives the student freedom to think and invent connec-

tions between visual ideas. The ease and directness possible in arrang-

ing a collage may help a child who is timid about other art processes. 

Collage shapes may be cut or torn directly from paper without draw-

ing.   The flexibility of arrangement makes it very different from 

working with crayons or paint. Collage is a perfect medium for post-

ers, cards, and many assignments for students in the upper grades, 

such as science projects and book reports.    

 

Grade 6 Students will learn about surreal art.  Surrealism (a French 

word that literally means “above reality”) was an outgrowth of a writ-

ing movement of the 1920-1940’s that explored the subconscious.  

This artwork does not need to look real.  It tends to have a dream-

like quality where nothing really makes sense. The students will cre-

ate a collage with a range of values from black to white – tearing, 

cutting and arranging positive and negative shapes.  They will use ele-

ments from their dreams and imaginations as subject matter for art. 

 

Grade 7 Students will be using the medium of collage to make Better 

Posters in their Language Arts classes.  The posters, which are de-

signed to illustrate the theme of a book, are part of the grade for 

their book report assignments.  The students will create a collage 

with a range of values from black to white.   

 

Grade 8 Students will be doing a new sculpture project, which will 

be in their Grammar classes. They will be using tin foil and newspaper 

for paper mache to create characters from their essay writings. 

 

Bully/Harassment Reporting 

 

 

 

 

We have an online, anony-

mous and confidential bully/harassment reporting form.  

Throughout the school’s website, students can click on the 

“Report a Bullying Incident” image and it will access the form.  

Reports will be sent to the Principal for investigation and fol-

low-up, if necessary.  Students can remain completely anony-

mous or give their name if they choose.  Call the school office 

News From the Music Room 

 Hi everybody!   

                    My name is Mr. Barry Capiaux and I’m the new music direc-

tor at San Benancio Middle School and Washington Union School.  I’m 

really looking forward to working at these great schools and spreading 

the love of music.  As someone who grew up in the area, I understand 

the rich tradition of learning music in these schools and I’m super excited 

to continue that tradition.  I have a lot of fun teaching music and I am 

very passionate about learning, performing, creating, and appreciating 

music.  Furthermore, I believe adding music to a school’s curriculum 

enhances the education of the students.  Through music they get to learn 

history, science, math, physics, artistic interpretation, and more.  Music 

class also encourages team building and confidence because the students 

learn how to perform as a group. 

                    There is a place for everybody in music class and I encour-

age those interested to sign up soon because we are starting right 

away.  We have a number of school instruments available for the students 

including flute, clarinet, saxophone, trumpet, trombone, french horn, and 

baritone.   

Concert Band I meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7:15-

8:25am and is for returning students who already have experience on the 

instruments.   

Concert Band II meets on Mondays and Wednesdays from 7:15-

8:25am and is for beginning students and 6th graders.  In October, we 

combine the two concert bands to make our Concert Band Ensemble.    

Jazz Band meets on Fridays from 7:15-8:25am and is for more advanced 

students.  This will be an elite ensemble that students will need to audi-

tion for.  Jazz band includes all the band instruments (with emphasis on 

trumpet, saxophone, and trombone) but we also use drum set, bass, 

guitar, and piano. 

Choir meets everyday in the activity period during regular school hours 

and is open to everyone regardless of experience or singing ability.  It’s a 

lot of fun learning how to make music with your voice and I’m really 

looking forward to working with this group. 

                    Please feel free to contact me or stop by the music room if 

you have any questions.  We’ve already started the classes but it’s not 

too late to sign up.  I’m really excited to be a part of this opportunity for 

the students and looking forward to helping them grow as musicians.   

                    I’d like to thank all the parents and the WUEF board of 

directors for creating this awesome opportunity for the students.  Go to 

the district website if you would like to find more information about 

WUEF and if you would like to know how you 

can help support the foundation.  It makes a big 

difference when parents are involved in their 

children’s education. 

                    Thank you for reading and please let 

me know if you have any questions about our 

music program.   

  

Mr. Barry Capiaux 

bcapiaux@washingtonusd.org 
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STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS 

 

 

 

 

Wow! Where did the summer go? ASB hopes you all had a great summer and are excited for the new 

school year. 

As always, the Snack Shack will be offering snacks, drinks and pizza on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and 

Fridays. 

The Snack Shack is closed on Wednesdays. 

We will also sell Tico Taco burritos and tacos every Friday out of room 10, near the office. 

Starting in September 5th , we will also sell Kona Ice. 

All the proceeds ASB makes goes towards Spirit Weeks, Dances, Assemblies and prizes.  Thank you for 

supporting us this year!  

 

 

 

 

Parents Club News 

Welcome back to returning and new families! We hope you had a fun summer and are ready for another great school year! 

Thanks to some amazing fundraising efforts last year, Parents’ Club could present a check to the district for almost 18,000.00 

to be distributed amongst our 3 schools. Thank you for all your support! This money goes to providing teachers with extra 

financial support to make our classrooms exciting places to learn, support speakers for assemblies, as well as providing our 

Principals the flexibility to provide resources for our students that are not financed through State Funding.  

We have also provided an emergency bag for each student in the district. YES, each student has an emergency bag for them in 

their classroom! We hope you have filled out your Annual Membership Drive paperwork, and included payment. Your $40.00 

contribution to Parents’ Club makes a huge difference for our children! Please check out Parents’ Club on the district website 

for more info.  

Mark your calendars for our annual Harvest Carnival being held on October 14th 11-3 at Toro Park School.  

Be on the lookout for the Kona Ice Truck! He is scheduled to come 9/5, 9/19 and 10/10 at lunchtime. Kona cups range from 

$3-$6 and 20% of proceeds come back to our schools.  

We would like to invite you to our Parents Club Meeting on September 14th at 6pm in Room 10 at San Benancio Middle 

School. There should be a Parents’ Club Representative from each class present at the meeting. We will be working on the 

CARNIVAL! We always need lots of help for this big event. WE would love to have you there! 

PARENTS’ CLUB 



 

WUEF UPDATE  

I hope everyone had a wonderful, relaxing summer! It’s difficult to believe it’s that time again…but here 

we are, already more than a week into another fun-filled year of learning and growing! 

 

For the new families to the district, welcome! Are you wondering what WUEF is about?  

Continued state budget cuts have left most public schools without enough funds to staff and run curricu-

lum-based art and music programs. Unbelievably, our district receives zero funding for these programs. 

WUEF is a parent-run non-profit 501(c) (3) organization founded 34 years ago to raise the required funds 

to cover the budget gap, which has grown over the years, and ensure these enriching, award-winning pro-

grams can continue each year. In order to fund the salaries and programs of the art and music staff, WUEF 

must raise nearly $200,000 annually. This year, the amount to fully fund these programs for each of the 

900 students in the district is $211 per student. 

 

What's going on for September?  

Fill the Dish Campaign - The simplest way to help WUEF raise the necessary funds to keep art and 

music alive for your student(s). Look for the form in your back to school packet, find additional donation 

forms and informational materials in the school offices, or donate online at wuef.ejoinme.org/donate 

If you’ve already contributed, thank you so much! If you haven’t had the chance, please try to do so by 

Wednesday, September 20.  

 

Save the date! 

WUEF invites you to SAVE THE DATE for the second annual… 

TACO ‘BOUT A PARTY…. An evening of tacos, tequila, & festivity 

October 7th, 2017…. Andrus Barn, Salinas  

$60/Person   $45/DDs & Teachers (teachers also receive two raffle tickets) 

A casual and fun way to celebrate our amazing school district with friends, old and new.  

Stay tuned for more information! 

   

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or ideas—all input is needed and appreciated. 

cchasen@sbcglobal.net 

 

Like WUEF on Facebook! Search for Washington Union Educational Foundation. You’ll stay updated 

on what WUEF has going on, how you can help, and the positive impacts of your help!  
 

The next WUEF Board meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 19, 2017 at 6:00 pm in the Toro Park 

School MPR. Everyone interested in learning more or helping out is encouraged to attend. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Carli Chasen 

WUEF President 2017-2018 

http://wuef.ejoinme.org/donate
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COUNSELING NEWS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back to a new school year!  I would like to introduce myself and let you know about the 

school counseling services offered by Washington Union School District.  My name is Katy Linforth.  This 

will be my third year with WUSD and I am excited to be part of your student’s educational team. As 

your school counselor, I am here to help ALL students be successful socially, emotionally, and behavior-

ally so they may access their education without barriers.  

 

Here’s what I do at our school: 

 Classroom Lessons – I visit classrooms to teach social-emotional skills such as feelings, communica-

tion, problem-solving, diversity, respect, etc. 

 Small Group Counseling – I facilitate groups which give students the experience of working with two 

or more students to express and understand feelings, discover problem-solving strategies and identify 

support systems.   

  Individual Counseling – I work with students to explore feelings, thoughts, and behaviors in a confi-

dential, one-on-one setting. 

 Consultation with Staff/Parents – I am available to meet/talk with teachers and parents to help sup-

port students and to provide resources and education about issues regarding child development.  

 

Here’s what you should know about me: 

 I am ONE part of the team that works to help your child succeed. 

 I like to get to know ALL students so they may feel connected and safe while they’re at school. I do 

my best to be present and accessible around campus. 

 I respect your right and your child’s right to privacy. Confidentiality is a big part of my job. 

 I invite parents to reach out with questions, concerns, and to share positive things about your child.  I 

share resources and contact information on my website at www.washingtonusd.org/domain/182  

 I love the work that I get to do as a school counselor and I feel very passionate about helping chil-

dren become respectful and responsible citizens! 



 

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

September  

4-No School (Holiday) 

6-Collaboration Day 1:05 Dismissal  

14–Parents Club Meeting-4pm 

19–W.U.E.F. Meeting 6pm @ Toro 

20-Collaboration Day 1:05 Dismissal  

27-Minimum Day, Picture Retakes 

29-8th Grade Speaker Series  


